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Foreward by President 
 

Looking back to our Charter Members with Chris August being our 1st  President and a 

membership of 24 .  What would they think of the club today. We have a strong and vibrant 

club of 53 members. Many things have changed we have a Lions Shed and the development 

at Lions Park- BatchelorΩs Green with the Liberty swing   . A BBQ Trailer and a Cool room 

Trailer which enables us to efficiently raise funds through our catering endeavours ( yes the 

iconic Lions Sausage in Bread with sauce is still a mainstay in our fund raising). The legacy 

of Lions Apex Road Safety School initially started by Wangaratta Apex Club but now under 

the control of our Club is an institution in Wangaratta . 

 We have many activities that not only raise funds but benefit the community and they have 

grown since their inception. Wangaratta Swap  White Elephant Sale  and Carols by 

Candlelight . Our involvement with Children of Courage and Licola Camp are only some of 

activities we are involved with 

 Career Pathways Forum for Male Youth I am sure will grow beyond Wangaratta to assist 

our young male youth in choosing a future career.  

 I commend Lion Ron Webb with the assistance of Lions Neville Bell and Don Greenwood 

in putting together this living history of OUR club which will benefit not only new members 

but our existing members  

One thing that hasnΩt changed in all these years is that we are Proud to Serve our 

Community and Proud to be recognised as a Lions Member  

 Lions President 2016 / 2017 

  

Bill Michalowski 
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Lions Club of Wangaratta (Charter Nights) cutting of the cake. 



Lions Club of Wangaratta 

Activities and Projects Information Book 

 

This revised "New members Information Book" , now named the "Activities and Projects 

Information Book" provides members with an overview of the Wangaratta Lions Club 

Administration and the current significant Projects and Activities. This book is provided to 

assist you with your initial understanding of the Lions Club of Wangaratta, along with the 

history and the community benefit which is associated with each of these included Lions 

Club Projects and Activities.  

Enjoy being a Lion. 

Club President, Bill Michalowski 

 

The book includes an information page and Lions member contact for the following History, 

Projects and Activities which have occurred over the 61 years of Club history to this time 

and still continue to remain relevant today: 

 

¶ Origin of Lionism 

¶ Charter and Anniversary 

¶ Club Hierarchy and Elections 

¶ Australia Day Catering 

¶ Lions Park - Batchelors Green Playground and Memorial 

¶ Carols By Candlelight 

¶ Career Pathways for Male Youth 

¶ Children of Courage 

¶ Golf Day  

¶ International Avenue  

¶ Licola Village and 15 Mile Creek Camps 

¶ Lions Ladies 

¶ Lions Cakes and Lions Mints 

¶ Lions Shed and Equipment 

¶ Lions Club ï Apex Road Safety School 

¶ Meals on Wheels 

¶ Merriwa Park Verner Kentmann Sound Shell 

¶ Used Optical Lens Collection 

¶ White Elephant Sale 

¶ Wangaratta Swap Meet  

¶ Youth Exchange  

¶ Youth of the Year 

¶ Historical Plaques and Signage 

¶ Significant past Projects and Activities  

 

Note: Other important history about the Lions Club of Wangaratta can be obtained from the 

Club Historians, Lion Don Greenwood and Lion Neville Bell.  



Origin of Lions  

For Further information contact Lion Don G reenwood or Lion Neil Campbell 

  

International (1917)  
On 17th June, 1917, representatives of about 50 independent USA Men's Business Clubs 

met in Chicago and formed an association that was later to become known as the 

"International Association of Lions Clubs".  

 

In October 1917, the Lions Clubs first International convention was held in Dallas, Texas, 

with about 25 Lions Clubs in attendance. Lions International was formed with the idea of 

uniting unaffiliated USA Business Men's Clubs, on the premise of providing "Unselfish 

Community Service". Melvin Jones, the founder of Lions, had earlier conducted a survey of 

delegates to adopt the name "LIONS" for consideration at the first International convention. 

This proposed name of LIONS was adopted.  

 

The name LIONS was not selected at random. It was chosen because, from time 

immemorial, the Lion has been a symbol of all that is good. The four outstanding qualities 

of a Lion, Courage, Strength, Activity and Fidelity, had a large influence on the adoption of 

the name LIONS.  

 

The aim of LIONS Clubs, is to provide "Unselfish Community Service" with the simple 

motto of "We Serve". 

 

Australia (1947)  
The first LIONS Club in Australia, was formed in Lismore, NSW in 1947.  

 

Apexian Bill Tresize, and a group of fellow Apexians returned from World War 2 to find 

their Apex Club membership due to terminate at age 40. Bill, at this time aged 39, held the 

position of Apex National President, and he sought the blessing of members at a National 

Convention in 1946, to start a senior Apex movement in Australia. No support was 

forthcoming as the majority of delegates wanted to remain a Young Men's organisation.  

 

Later that year, Bill was invited to attend the "World Council of Young Men's Clubs" in 

America as an Australian delegate. While he was there, he took the opportunity to 

investigate every senior service Club in the USA with the view to starting a senior service 

Club in Australia.  

 

In December 1946, Bill was granted the title of Lions Acting District Governor, and was 

given the authority to form Lions International Clubs within the Commonwealth of 

Australia. When Bill returned to Australia, he set about forming the first Lions Club in 

Lismore, NSW in 1947. The resultant outcome is our history.  

 

 



Charter and Anniversary (1956)  
For further information, contact Lions Don Greenwood and Geoff Webster 

  

Wangaratta (1956) 
The formation meeting was held in November, 1955, at the Council Club Hotel and was 

attended by Chris August, Dick Barry, Howard Marks, Peter Seargeant, Bruce Hardy and 

Roy Glasgow.  

 

The Lions Club of Wangaratta received its Charter on March 17th, 1956 at a formal dinner 

meeting held at Murdoch House,Wangaratta.The President was Chris August, the Charter 

night Chairman was Peter Seargeant and the sponsor Lions Club was Kyneton. The Lions 

Club of Sydney was the mentoring Club, but was unable to be the Charter Club due to not 

being a Victorian Club, the Lions Club of Kyneton was the closest Lions Club at that time. 

The Club is the 47th Lions Club chartered in Australia, the 9th Club inVictoria and the first 

Club chartered in North East Victoria and Southern New South Wales.  

 

The Lions Club of Wangaratta has been responsible for the Chartering of 7 new Lions Clubs 

at Albury, Beechworth, Benalla, Chiltern, Euroa, Shepparton, Glenrowan/Warby Ranges, 

and in turn these Clubs have sponsored most other Lions Clubs in North East Victoria and 

Southern New South Wales..  

 

The Charter Anniversary meeting is held annually on the closest Dinner Meeting to the 

Charter Meeting of 17th March 1956. The Charter Anniversary meeting remains a formal 

Dinner Meeting to which the Lions Ladies are invited. The current 1st Vice President 

arranges this Charter Anniversary meeting and is Chairman on the night. 

  

The Lions District 20IV6 "Chris August Memorial Award" for outstanding service to the 

local community, is dedicated to the memory of Charter President Chris August who was 

generally recognised as the founder and father of Lions Clubs in North East Victoria and 

Southern New South Wales.This Chris August Memorial Award is sponsored by the Lions 

Club of Wangaratta. 

 
Presentation of Lions Club Charter to Chris August by Australian Governor Syd Packham 



Club Heirarchy and Elections (1956) 
For further information, contact Lions President or Vice Presidents 

 

The Board of Directors 
The Board is comprised of the President, three Vice Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer, 

Immediate Past President, four Directors, and a further four members who are all elected 

annually by the membership in March. Their role is to provide direction and to administer 

the affairs of the Club.  
 

Hierarchy  
The President is chair for most Dinner, Board and Special General meetings of the Club at 

which they are in attendance. The only exceptions being the Charter Anniversary Dinner, 

Changeover Dinner and Youth of theYear Dinner.  

 

The 3 Vice Presidents each chair one of the three sub committees, and also undertake the 

following roles : 

Å First VP ð Administration - arranges and chairs the Charter Anniversary Dinner in March 

of that year.  

Å Second VP ð Projects - arranges and chairs the Changeover Dinner in June that year  

Å Third VP ð Activities - arranges and conducts the Presidents Social in May of that year 

 

The Youth of the Year Coordinator arranges and chairs the Youth of the Year Dinner 

Meeting. 

 

The Executive Committee consists of the President, the 3 Vice Presidents, Secretary, 

Treasurer and Immediate Past President. 

 

The Club desires that the election for the positions President, and 1st and 2nd Vice 

Presidents are progressive elections from the previous years 1st, 2nd and 3rd Vice 

Presidents. This progressive model ensures that the person elected to President will have an 

opportunity to be involved directly with all functions, administration, projects and activities 

of the Club in the preceding 3 years.  

 

However, elections for all positions on the Board are conducted annually in March by a 

committee consisting of the immediate 3 Past Presidents. All positions are eligible for 

nomination by any member 2 weeks before the elections and must be on a nomination form 

signed by the nominated member and the nominating member.  

 

All members, including the elected Board members, are allocated to one of the three sub 

committees of Administration, Projects or Activities by the President elect along with a 

specific role in that sub committee. Members may advise the President elect of any specific 

role for which they would like to be considered. Eg: Social Activities, Lions Mints, 

Australia Day Breakfast etc.  

 

 



Australia Day Catering (1984) 
For further information, contact Lions President  

 
In 1984, the Club became involved with catering for the Wangaratta City Council "Australia 

Day" celebrations. 

 

In 2009, the Club celebrated 25 continuous years of involvement with the Wangaratta, 

Australia Day celebrations. A Lions member is appointed annually to assist the Rural City 

of Wangaratta Australia Day committee with the conduct of these celebrations.  

 

This celebration began in a small way with only some 150 citizens attending Australia Day 

celebrations in I984.This number has grown over the years and in 2011 over 1000 citizens 

attended the Australia day breakfast in the King George gardens.The celebration has taken 

the form of a Breakfast or an Evening meal, but in recent years it has always been a 

Breakfast consisting of juice, cereal, sausage and coleslaw, watermelon, tea and coffee. 

  

The celebration and breakfast location has in recent years been in King George Gardens, but 

has on other previous occasions been held in Merriwa Park and the Barr Reserve.  

 

As the numbers have increased, members of the Zonta Club and the Business and 

Professional Women's Club were asked to assist with the serving of the breakfast. This 

assistance still continues today.  

 

All costs are funded by the Rural City of Wangaratta Council. The Lions member on the 

committee is responsible for the organising the food, drinks, shelter, coolroom etc.  

 

With the ongoing and growing importance of Australia day celebrations in our community, 

this is a very worthwhile and satisfying project for the Lions Club.  

Ironically, several Lions and Lions Ladies have been named "Wangaratta Citizen of the 

Year" and "Rural City of Wangaratta Australia Day Citizen of the Year" which is announced 

annually at the Australia Day celebration. The Lions and Lions Ladies who have been 

honoured by this Civic Award are: 

1972 ð Lion Frank Hayes 

1973 ð Lion Verner Kentmann and Lions Lady Trudi Kentmann 

1974 ð Lions Lady Jean Marks 

1976 ð Lion Dick Barry 

1990 ð Lions Lady Isabel Dunstan OAM 

1997 ð Lion Jack Clohesy 

2008 ð Lion Rob McLeish  

 

The Club was awarded the community event of the year in the 1992 Australia Day Awards. 

 

 

 

 

 



Batchelors Green Lions Park and Memorial (1989) 
For further information, contact Lions Keith Martin and Ray Stamp  

 

In 1989 the Club commenced their first of many projects at Batchelors Green Lions Park. 

With assistance from Council and Club funding of $7,000.00 a double barbeque, drinking 

fountain, BBQ shelter, playground and some fencing were erected and installed. A total of 

600 man hours were involved in this initial project over 2 years to 1990-91.  

 

In early 1995, the project was further enhanced by Lions participation with Council and a 

DEET Program, enabling the erection of a new toilet block.  

 

In 1996, the Club's 40th year, a commemorative plaque in honour of deceased Lion Kevin 

Poulter was placed in the park garden adjacent to the playground equipment.  

 

In September 2005, an application to Council to erect a BBQ shelter, double BBQ, install a 

Memorial Rock and rename the park "Lions Park ï Batchelors Green" was made to 

commemorate the Lions Club 50
th
 Anniversary in March 2006. The renaming of the park 

was not supported by Council.  

 

In March 2006, to celebrate the 50th Charter Anniversary, a BBQ shelter, a double Barbeque  

and a Memorial Rock were erected and installed. The cost of this project was in the vicinity 

of $15,000. The barbeque shelter was unveiled by Lions Lady Ailsa Seargeant and named 

the "Peter Seargeant Memorial Barbeque Shelter". The Memorial Rock was unveiled by 

past Lions members and dedicated by Bishop David Farrer to deceased Lions and Lions 

Ladies for their selfless service given to the community. In February of each year, a 

remembrance service is conducted at this Memorial Rock by the President prior to the 

Dinner Meeting. 

 

In 2014, a project to provide and install a "Liberty Swing" for disabled children and adults 

was initiated and funding sought. Along with funds from the Lions Club of Wangaratta 

($6,000), funding was sourced from Australian Lions Foundation ($6,000) and the Variety 

Club Car Rally ($18,000 for the Liberty Swing). Material assistance was also provided by 

the Rural City of Wangaratta ($10,000). This project was completed at a total cost of 

$40,000, and opened in July 2014 during the Variety Club Rally visit to Wangaratta.  

 

In 2015, a second application was made to the Rural City of Wangaratta to name the 

Batchelors Green, "Lions Park ï Batchelors Green". This initiative was approved by the 

Council Place Naming Committee and Council in March 2016 . 

 

In 2016 a drinking fountain (at a cost of $2,630) was donated to the park by the Lions 

ladies, following a successful High Tea fundraiser. 

 

In 2017, security fencing of the total perimeter of the playground and barbeque area will be 

completed at a total cost of $10,000.  
 

 



Carols by Candlelight (1975) 
For further information, contact Lions Alan Benton and Clive Pullen   

 
Prior to 1975, the Carols By Candlelight event was conducted at the Wangaratta Woollen 

Mills and conducted by the Woollen Mill Management and Social Club. 

  

In December 1975, the Lions Club took over the Carols by Candlelight and it was shifted to 

Merriwa Park. Staging and equipment was borrowed from the Woollen Mills and two tray 

body semi trailers were loaned by Miller Transport to provide the main stage. In kind 

support, such as grounds preparation, was provided by the City Council.  

 

Over the years the presentation was improved, and in 1988, the Verner Kentmann Sound 

Shell was completed and used for the very first time for Carols by Candlelight in December 

of that year.  

 

Carols by Candlelight has survived and grown to become a very popular family event on the 

second Sunday in December of each year with about 1500 to 2000 people attending 

annually. The budgeted cost to conduct the event was about $1,200 to $1,500 annually 

which the Lions Club fully funded.  

 

In 2009, the event was sponsored ($5,000) for the first time by the Hume Building Society, 

Wangaratta Private Hospital and the Rural City of Wangaratta. This sponsorship covered 

additional costs in obtaining guest artists and an improved sound system.  

 

In the event of inclement weather, the event was always moved to the then Town Hall or St 

Pats Hall in Ford Street. In 2010, due to flooding in Merriwa Park, the event was conducted 

on the steps and in the grounds of the Holy Trinity Cathedral. This location was applauded 

and endorsed by the attending public as the best location ever.  

 

In 2016, Carols by Candlelight continues as a much anticipated social and family event in 

the Wangaratta annual Christmas celebrations calendar attracting over 2500 people, and is a 

credit to the Lions Club and many members who continue to plan and conduct this 

traditional Christmas event for the enjoyment of all those who attend. 

 

 



Career Pathways for Male Youth (2016) 
For further information, contact Lions Ron Webb and Red Younger 

 
In March 2016, the first ever Career Pathways forum for Male Youth in years 10 and 11, 

was initiated and conducted at the Australian Textiles Mill (formerly Bruck Mill) training 

centre.  A total of 23 male youth from Wangaratta High School, Galen College, Cathedral 

College and Barinya attended a breakfast style forum at which keynote speaker, Joe 

McKenzie, and nine other  local and successful male mentors engaged with the youth about 

their experiences and career pathways in arriving at their current workplace positions. 

Career advisors and Principals from the 4 participating schools also attended and provided 

excellent post-forum feedback. A guided tour of the Mill operations followed the forum. 

 

The feedback from all attendees, both students and teachers, was very positive and 

reinforced the Lions Club decision to initiate this Career Pathways forum and conduct it as 

an annual event in March of each year. The timing of future forums will be changed from 

early morning to around late morning / midday to coincide with school programs and enable 

travelling youth from outlying areas to paticipate and benefit from these mentor discussions. 

 

The second annual forum was conducted with 33 students from 6 schools, colleges and 14 

mentors. 

The keynote speaker was Matt Pfahlert, CEO Australian Centre for Rural 

Entrepreneurships. 

 

 

 

 

 
Career Pathways Forum at TAFE 2017 

 

 



Children of Courage (2002) 
For further i nformation, contact Lion Neil Campbell  

 
This Project originated in Western Australia approximately 35 years ago when a Lions 

District Governor realised that there were many awards that young mainstream children 

received, but those children of courage with "Special Needs" were not catered for. 

Fifteen years ago, this Project was taken up by our Lions District 201V6,  and since then 

over 250 children with Special Needs have been recognised and presented with their 

achievement awards. This Project is not a competition, every nominated child is a winner in 

their own right. 

The Lions Club of Wangaratta, particularly through the work of Lion Neil Campbell, has 

supported this Project since its in District V6 in 2002.  One of the first recipients of the V6 

Award in the category of "Special Needs" was Kyle Cogan from Wangaratta, who is now a 

valued member of our Lions Club. 

 

There are three (3) categories of the Award. 
 

1/ Special Needs 
Children with special needs who have shown courage in the face of adversity.  Such 

children include those who are confined to wheelchairs, who are sight or hearing impaired 

or have undergone long periods of medical treatment, surgery or hospitalisation which has 

brought pain and trauma to their young lives. 

 

2/ Coutageous Act or Deed 
Children, who without regard to their own personal safety, have been instrumental in the 

preservation of life and/or property, who have rendered assistance at an accident, or whose 

concern for others is worthy of recognition. 

 

3/ Outstanding Sporting Achievements 
Children who have overcome personal hardship and/or disadvantage to achieve a high 

degree of sporting prowess, as an individual, or as a team member.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Golf Day (1961) 
For further iformation, contact Lions Geoff Webster and Keith Martin  

 
This annual Golf Day event at the Waldara Golf Club commenced in 1961 as a 27 hole 

event for men, only with an entry fee of just 4 shillings and a block entry of one (1) pound. 

The entry fee included a hot luncheon.  

 

For a number of years after Les Anderson passed away in 1980, the Lions members played 

for the Les Anderson Memorial Trophy.  

 

From 1996,  the Golf Day incorporated Corporate packages where business teams could win 

one of the two advertising packages of $1000.00 from North East Newspapers or 3NE / 

Edge FM.  

 

A team of Lions converge on one of the par 3 holes to solicit funds from egotistical golfers 

who think they can defy the odds on offer. The Lions mostly always win.  

 

Over the 10 years (2000 - 2010), the Golf Day averaged a profit of about $1,300.00 per year 

which is an excellent fundraiser and provides a competitive edge for the golfing fraternity. 

In 2010, the profit was $1,445.00.  

 

A big thank you to current members Geoff Webster, Keith Martin, Alan Benton, Ray 

Harbourd and Noel Gilbert who have continued  to coordinate this event over the past years 

and raise in the vicinity of $1,000 annually.  

 

Also a big thanks to the Lions Ladies who have catered the luncheon and morning teas for 

this event since 1961.  

 

Sadly, it was decided in 2016 to discontinue this event for an interim period due to the lack 

of Lions members participating and the difficulty in recruiting teams from the golfing 

fraternity.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



International Avenue (1967) 
 For further information, contact Lions Don Greenwood and Ray Dunstan  

 

The Hume Highway from Reedy Creek to the Boorhaman turn off is straight, flat and dusty. 

Faced with the problem of how to do something for the local community and at the same 

time be International, the Lions Club decided to make this section of the Highway into an 

International one by planting trees of all nations along this section.  

 

After initial setbacks we discovered that ploughmen and officials from the International 

Ploughing Organisation were coming to Wangaratta in May 1967, just the sort of 

organisation we wanted to join with us in this project. The International Ploughmen were 

invited to plant a tree for their respective Country and to our delight, this invitation was 

accepted with alacrity.  

 

Strong working bees prepared the ground, fenced off the tree area and fostered scores of 

blisters on soft hands. Individual name and country tags for each tree were prepared and 

painted. On Sunday afternoon, 21st May, 1967, over 300 people gathered beside the 

Highway to witness the tree planting ceremony.  

 

Then, as the semi trailers lumbered by, and hundreds of cars moved past, representatives of 

some 21 counries including Sweden, Belgium, Norway, Austria, Germany, England, South 

Africa, New Zealand, Japan, United States of America, Finland, Canada, India, Pakistan, 

and Australia each planted a tree typical of their Country.  

 

A reunion was held in 1982 and a further 23 trees were planted to form a second row. 

 

The Lions Club ofWangaratta achieved great publicity for this project. The knowledge that 

we struck a blow for Internationalism and beautified an entrance to our City at the same 

time, was a credit to all Lions involved.  

 

The Club continues to maintain this avenue in conjunction with the City Council and several 

of the original trees have been replaced with other similar varieties due to the original trees 

not being suitable to the dry and hot conditions experienced in Wangaratta. 

 

 



Lions Licola Village and 15 Mile Creek Camp 
For further information, contact Lions Ron Sneddon or Neil Ware  

 

Licola Village (1971) 
The run down, deserted timber town of Licola, located in Gippsland on the edge of the 

McAllister River some 5 hours drive from Wangaratta, was aquired by the Victorian Lions 

Clubs in 1969 and developed into a world class camping and activities facility.   

 

The Licola Village Camp is a project of the combined Lions Clubs of Victoria providing 

challenge by choice camping holidays for children between the age of 8 to 11 inclusive, who 

never have the opportunity of holidays. Since 1976, Licola has catered for the disabled and 

less fortunate children in providing special needs camps.  

 

The Lions Club of Wangaratta has supported Licola Camp since 1971 by annually 

sponsoring up to 6 children to attend the week long camp, usually in January. The camp 

provides outdoor challenge by choice adventures such as canoeing, high ropes course, giant 

swing and many group sessions aimed at building the individual's confidence and sense of 

team spirit. The mixed camp is attended by Lions Club sponsored children from Victoria 

and Southern NSW.  

 

Wangaratta also supports LicolaVillage by providing labour, finance, materials and expertise 

with the construction of specific projects. In recent years, we have demolished and rebuilt a 

veranda on House 13 and assisted with the cleanup of the camp after the 2006 bushfires and, 

later that same year, cleaned up after the flooding damage from the McAllister River.  

 

We continue to organise weekend working bees for special projects and these are well 

attended by members due to the wonderful fellowship which prevails over such weekends. 

We are very proud to assist other Lions Clubs and members with the development and 

maintenance of this fantastic and special camp facility for our very special children. 

 

 



Lions Ladies Auxiliary (1956) 
For further information, contact the Lions Ladies President  

 
The Lions Ladies Auxiliary began in the first year the Lions Club of Wangaratta was 

chartered in 1956.  

 

 

The purpose of the Lions Ladies Auxiliary was to support the Lions Club of Wangaratta. 

This strong and effective support continues today.  

 

The Lions Ladies President has, in the main, been the Lions Club President's wife or 

partner, with other office bearers being auxiliary members. Six evening meetings are held 

each year in a members home. The Lions Ladies Auxiliary Changeover, in the form of a 

Dinner at an appropriate venue, takes place in June, prior to the Lions Club Changeover.  

 

Fund raising by the Lions Ladies Auxiliary began in 1956 with Cake / Street Stalls, held in 

the City kiosk in Reid Street.  

 

In November 1965, the Lions Ladies Auxiliary conducted the inaugural Chicken and 

Champagne Luncheon in the garden of the then Lions Ladies President, Lorna Foysten. This 

Ladies social event later held in the Town Hall or St Patrick Hall, has continued annually 

and in 2010 the Lions Ladies Luncheon celebrated its 45 year anniversary. Unfortunately, 

this luncheon was discontinued in 2011. 

 

The funds raised by the Lions Ladies to this time have amounted to well over $80,000. all of 

which has been donated through the Lions Club of Wangaratta to needy causes and projects 

in ourcommunity, identified by the Lions Ladies.  

 

In 2016, a Morning Tea was initiated and conducted in the home gardens of Lions Lady 

Rhonda and Lion Ray Stamp in Kingfisher Drive. This proved to be a very successful and 

well attended fundraiser. 

 

 



Lions Cakes and Lions Mints 
For further information, contact Lions Alan Benton or Keith Fleet  

 

Lions Cakes (1969) 
Lions Christmas Cakes have been an annual and essential fundraiser for the Club since 

1969, raising up to $3,000.00 annually from the sale of Christmas Cakes.  

 

This project is coordinated by the Lions Cake Chairman who liaises with the Lions District 

Cake Chairman for orders and service.  

 

Members are encouraged to source orders from workplaces, community groups, family and 

friends. Other sales are from counter sales where orders can be placed at participating 

businesses throughout the community.  

 

Lions Club members also promote the sale of cakes in the 2-3 weeks preceding Christmas at 

selected businesses and approved street sites in the CBD area. 

 

Lions Mints (1980) 
The Club joined in the Lions Mints program in September 1980. There are currently 36 

sales outlets throughout local businesses which are serviced by Lions members.  

 

Mint sales account for up to $1,500.00  in sales annually.  

 

This project is coordinated by the Lions Mint Chairman who liaises with the District Mint 

Chairman for orders and service.  

 

The Lions Mint sales have developed into a very profitable fundraiser activity which 

requires very little effort from members. All new members are encouraged to identify new 

sales outlets and participate in the servicing of the established outlets.  

 

 



 

Lions Shed and Equipment (1995) 
For further information, contact Lions Ray Dunstan and the Lion Tamer  

 
Every Aussie Boy needs a Shed and in 1995, the Lions got their shed with a shed building 

team consisting of President Ray Dunstan and Lions Tom Little, Ian MacDonald, Arnold 

Norton, Neil Ottaway, Keith Martin, Neil Campbell, George Lawrance, Alan Beeby, Barry 

Harling, PeterVersteegen, Keith Fleet and Mike Gardiner, along with all other members at 

that time. Of course the Ladies did a wonderful job, as always, in supplying morning and 

afternoon tea to keep the troops going.  

 

In 1995, the then President Ray Dunstan arranged a meeting with the City Council Works 

Manager, John Zeuschner, to discuss assistance in building a Lions Shed at the Wangaratta 

Showgrounds. John advised Ray that the old Manchester Hall had been demolished and that 

the Lions Club should tender for the steel trusses etc. A tender of $120.00.00 was made and 

accepted.The total cost to build the shed in the Showgrounds in 1995 was $14,178.00.  

 

Prior to the shed being built, the trailer, caravan, catering equipment such as crockery, 

cutlery, BBQ's etc, which had been accumulated over the years for catering, were stored in 

Lions members' sheds and garages. Needless to say, when a catering event occurred, 

locating the various items could at times be time consuming.  

 

In 1975, the catering aspect of fundraising and picking up white elephants had grown to 

such an extent that a covered-in box trailer was purchased for $430.00. Later on, the top was 

modified to carry the tent frames.  

 

In 1989 the Caravan was purchased for $1,450.00 from a Geelong dealer and equipped for 

catering purposes from the Administration Account funds to assist with the many catering 

projects then being undertaken by the Club.  

 

An annual fee is paid to theWangaratta Showgrounds Committee of Management for lease 

of the land in the Showgrounds precinct.  

 

The appointed Lions Tamer is the Lions Shed master and is responsible for the allocated 

keys and for ensuring that all equipment is returned after loans / use and is in good working 

order when required. The total assets of the Lions Shed and the associated stored equipment 

would be worth well over $110,000.00 if it had to be replaced today.  

 
The Lions Shed today is the hub of many activities for storage, a meeting point, meetings 

and of course the Swap Meet catering. It is a tribute to our past and present members that 

we have such a truly wonderful and valuable asset for our exclusive use.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
Bachelors Green (Lions Park) Memorial Plaque 

 
Bachelors Green Liberty Swing Project 


